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During the summer of 1993 soldisrs

25X1X

25X1X rary to the Humanian-Hungarian border, there are very
high barbed-wire fences on the Rumanian-Yugoslav border, put they are not
electrified. Several hundred meters from the fences are mins fields that go

up to the first series of trenches which ars cccupied by troops who are kept
in & oonstant stats of alert, Behind these, in thrae echelens 5 are actual for=-
tifications; undergruuwnl sasemates with rotating cupolas and medium-caliber
weapons. The entrance to the underground fortifications is sbout LO meters

in front, camouflaged on the cutside. Ir between the fortifications are more

trenches but they are uncccupleds

2+ The fortifidations gre often inundated by rains and the rising of the Danube
River, and consequently the soldisrs have to stey in water up to their knees,
Bveryday the soldiers hear the same words: that they were the "elected ones"
who had the honorable duty of defending the "fatherland®, Morale is not good
among the soldiers, although they receive better food than those in the case-
mates. Discipline is rigorous and very often Soviet instructors arrive for
inspections, Political officers teach the soldiers rules of Marxism and
Stalinism during their few free hours.

3+ At every kilometer along the border are lockout towsrs with four to six guards
who come and go in pairs up %o the neighboring sector. The guards are armed
- with machine guns and Soviet hand grenadess The guard tower is a wooden con-
.gtruction about 10 or 15 meters high, at the top of which is a parapets 4
very powerful searchlight is on the platform and at night lights up the terrain
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and a machine gun posts During the day a soldier is always stationed there
with binoculars. The commandant of the guard tower is a sergeant or corporal.

In July 1953 a clandestine group allegedly tried to cross the Yugoslav border
headed in the direction of Rumania. However, most of them had been stopped
at outposts and the remainder were stopped by the Militia and Securitate

agents who are stationed in large numbers in the villages and cities along
the border. One person in this group succeeded in crossing the border.
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